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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1 - 20 have been examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 2 - 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 2 and 5 recites the limitation "the cured material". There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claims 3 and 4 recites the limitation "the cured, connecting material". There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 6 recited the limitation of "which are widened in their edge region". The 
current sentence structure makes it unclear if this limitation is directed towards the 
anchoring elements or the holes. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 1 - 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schretter (7,300,069) in view of Pollmann (EP1 329243), cited by Applicant. Schretter 
discloses a ski comprising: 

• a running surface (Fig. 1 , item 2); 

• an upper shell (Fig. 1 , item 5); 

• a foam core (Fig. 1 , item 6); 

• steel edges (Fig. 1 , item 3); 

• at least one interface element (Fig. 1 , item 7); 

• anchoring elements (Fig. 1 , item 9); 

• at least one binding element (Fig. 1 , item 8); 

• receiving holes (Fig. 1 , un-numbered holes into which item 10 is placed); 

• said anchoring elements being passed through a hole in said upper shell 
and any intermediate layers (Fig. 1 and column 3, lines 6 and 7). 

Schretter does not disclose the composition of any additional upper layers. 
Pollmann, however, discloses a ski comprising: 

• a connecting resin layer which is cured (Fig. 1 , item 8); 

• anchoring elements being held within and retained by said connecting 
resin layer while said core is being cured (Fig. 1, item 14); 

• a pre-molded upper shell (Fig. 1 , item 9). 

In regards to claim 6, Official Notice is taken that, during manufacturing 
processes, holes intended to receive shafts are created oversized to a degree required 
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for the proper fit of said shaft. The amount of oversize to said holes is dependent upon 
the tolerances held in the hole creation process, tolerances held in the shaft creation 
process, and the type of fit (press, slip, etc) that is designed into the interface between 
said holes and shafts. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
instant invention was made to include the resin connecting layer of Pollmann with the 
ski of Schretter in order to provide additional strength to both the ski overall and to the 
ski/anchor interface in particular. This would increase durability and safety of said ski. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

• Imagawa (3,977,688) discloses a structure for connecting a ski binding 
clamp to a ski; 

• Mayr (5,016,901) discloses a ski; 

• Hoelzl (5,207,445) discloses a shock absorber securement for a ski 
binding; 

• Mayretal. (5,221 ,105) disclose a ski and a manufacturing method 
therefor; 

• Renard et al. (5,449,425) disclose a method for manufacturing a ski; 

• Piegay (5,836,604) discloses a board for gliding on snow; 

• Huyghe (6,406,054) discloses a gliding board used for alpine skiing; 
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• Allmann et al. (6,641,162) disclose a glide board for skiing; 

• Peker at al. (6,843,4960 disclose an amorphous alloy gliding board; 

• Riepler (7,01 1 ,331 ) discloses a board like gliding device; 

• Ableidinger et al. (2005/01 79234) disclose a gliding board; 

• Baumgartner et al. (2005/0248127) disclose a sliding board. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JOHN D. WALTERS whose telephone number is 
(571)272-8269. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8am - 
5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher Ellis can be reached on (571) 272-6914. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Christopher P Ellis/ John D. Walters 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3618 Examiner 

Art Unit 3618 



/J. D. W./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3618 



